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Einleitung in die Altertumswissenschaft. Herausgegeben von A. 
Gercke und E. Norden. II. Band, zweite Auflage. Leipzig: 
Teubner, 1912. M. 9. 

The general purpose of this Einleitung, as distinct from that of the cor- 
responding part of Die Kultur der Gegenwart, was pointed out in this Journal 
(December, 191 2) in a brief mention of the appearance of the first volume of the 
second edition. The present volume is shorter by a third than the first, 
including a smaller range of topics. Also in its new form it is even a little 
shorter than 'in the first edition, for its additions are all brief, and a chapter on 
the connection between Greek plastic and Greek poetic art has been omitted, 
perhaps as too much in the realm of phantasy. 

The volume includes five outline treatises: on Greek and Roman private 
life (by E. Pernice); on Greek art (by Franz Winter — Roman art, except 
for wall-painting, is left out!); on Greek and Roman religion (by S. Wide); 
on the history of philosophy (by A. Gercke); and on the exact sciences and 
and medicine (by J. L. Heiberg). 

Professor Pernice deprecates the inclusion under the generic title "Private 
Life" of many more or less loosely allied topics. He limits himself severely to 
the subjects of the house, clothing, marriage, birth, and death, though it is 
difficult to see why eating is not as essential a matter of private life as dressing, 
and the Romans would certainly have looked upon bathing as of equal impor- 
tance. Pernice's introductory dozen pages are in some respects the most 
stimulating of his entire outline, which of course includes much that is of 
common knowledge. He gives reasonable warning against drawing too many 
inferences about continental house-structure from the large mass of fresh 
material of the Mycenaean epoch that Crete has placed at our disposal, insisting 
that building on the mainland pursued an independent development. The 
Greek house of the classical period preserved with persistent conservatism the 
general type of the house of the Homeric poems and of Priene. The Roman 
house with a compluuium Pernice agrees to be of Etruscan, and ultimately of 
Eastern origin, and not to be in any way a development from the old Italic type 
with a gable- or hip-roof. Some of the interesting problems of Greek clothing 
Pernice is content to leave with a non liquet; in treating of Roman clothing, 
which he does very briefly, he follows Amelung, with a reference, hardly 
necessary, to Marquardt 2 , and one, which might have been more emphasized, 
to Blumner. 

Franz Winter's discussion of Greek art is of course excellent, but can hardly 
serve as the student's introduction, in the unavoidable absence of illustrations. 
Wide's articles on religion are judicious and interesting, and his bibliographies 
and statement of problems deserving of especial commendation. He seems to 
be somewhat more at home on the Greek side, but then, Wissowa has over- 
shadowed all others for Italy. The treatises of Gercke and Heiberg are 
declared by more competent critics than the present writer to be excellent for 
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their purpose; and all that remains is to emphasize again the indispensable 
character of the Einleitung as a guide for the serious student. 

E. T. M. 



Cornelii Taciti Annalium Libri v, vi, xi, xii. With Introductions and 

Notes abridged from the larger work of Henry Ftjrneatjx, 
M.A., by H. Pitman. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1912. 

The excellences as well as the defects of Mr. Furneaux's great edition of the 
Annals of Tacitus are well known. The work was much improved in its 
second edition, especially as the second volume had the advantage of revision 
by Messrs. H. F. Pelham and C. D. Fisher. The historical revision of this book 
was apparently the last work of Mr. Pelham before his all too early death. 

The original editor had himself abbreviated part of his own work into the 
limits of a school edition of Books i-iv, and nine years ago Mr. Pitman per- 
formed the same task upon Books xiii-xvi, thus giving us a handy school 
edition of that portion of the Annals which covers the history of Nero's reign. 
This he has now supplemented by an abridgment of Mr. Furneaux's work on 
the extant books of the Annals that intervene between the contents of the two 
schoolbooks just mentioned. We therefore now have accessible a convenient 
edition of the entire text of the Annals, with English notes, in three inexpen- 
sive volumes. It seems rather a pity, however, that the first six books, covering 
the reign of Tiberius, are not now bound in a single volume, and the fragment 
of two books on the reign of Claudius prefixed to the earlier volume by Mr. 
Pitman on the reign of Nero, thereby giving us all the extant books of the 
Annals in two volumes of convenient size, and of logical grouping. Probably 
the dictates of the Oxford Examination Statute for Honor Moderations are 
responsible for the present arrangement. 

It does not appear why Mr. Pitman's present volume, which is published 
five years after the revised edition of the second volume of Furneaux, is pro- 
fessedly based upon the first edition instead of the second. The abridgment is 
not usually a mere abridgment of Mr. Furneaux's wording. In a multitude of 
instances the epitomizer has entirely rephrased the language, even when the 
goal of brevity could have been more easily reached by mere excision of super- 
fluous matter. The reason for this preference of paraphrase to mechanical 
condensation is not always clear, and not infrequently it is not to rhetorical or 
material advantage. Sometimes, indeed, the editor is evidently aiming at 
greater precision, but he does not always attain success in the endeavor. A 
single example must suffice: on xi. 35. 4, (ribunali, Mr. Furneaux's note runs: 
"Such an erection was part of the 'principia' in a camp: cf. i. 18. 3"; Mr. 
Pitman's note reads: "the seat of judgment, one of the features of the officers' 
quarters ('principia') in the camp." Mr. Furneaux did not think it neces- 
sary to essay definition of terms at this place; Mr. Pitman does it in two 
details, but not well. The tribunal was, to be sure, on occasion a judgment- 



